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Funding Year: 2026 (July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027) 

Applicant: Clinton County Library System (CCLS) 

Project Locations: 

Annie Halenbake Ross Library (main library), 232 West Main Street, Lock Haven, PA 17745 

Renovo Area Public Library (branch library), 317 7th Street, Renovo, PA 17764 

Friendship Community Library (branch library), 127 Main Street, Beech Creek, PA 16822 

1. Overview and Project Purpose 

The Clinton County Library System (CCLS) invites proposals for a “turn-key” network infrastructure 

project at three library buildings of CCLS.  The scope includes the installation of a new structured 

cabling system (Category 6A), the procurement and installation of network hardware including 

routers, switches, wireless access points (WAPs), rack equipment, and battery backup units, and the 

removal of legacy cabling. 

 

2. Scope of Work and Technical Specifications 

CCLS seeks a comprehensive solution. While specific brands will be mentioned as a standard of 

quality, bids for functionally equivalent equipment from any manufacturer will be fully considered 

(where indicated). 

A. Structured Cabling (Internal Connections) 

i. Data Drops:  Installation of approximately one hundred sixty (160) Category 6A data 

drops capable of 10Gbps performance across three locations.  Detailed drop 

locations will be provided for the main library.  Unfortunately, detailed blue-prints 

are unavailable for the two branch locations; however, these locations are single-

floor and less than 4,000 square feet, so line-drawings will be provided with 

approximate data drop locations. 

1. Main Library Patch Panels – maximum 2RU / 48 port 19” blank keystone 

patch panels (for example, TrendNET TC-KP48) 

Branch Library Patch Panels - 12 Port Blank Keystone Patch Panel – vertical 

mount (for example, ICC IC107BP12V). 

2. Any surface mount raceway, gang boxes, and faceplates will match décor. 

3. RJ45 female keystone inserts at client end will match décor (generally 

matching faceplate color – BEIGE/IVORY/WHITE/OFFICE WHITE).  RJ45 

female keystone inserts at WAP locations will be BLUE.  RJ45 female 

keystone inserts at exterior WAP locations will be GREEN. 

4. RJ45 female keystone inserts at the patch panel will be BLACK for regular 

desktop connections, BLUE to WAPs, GREEN for exterior connections. 
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5. For the 3 wall-mounted outdoor WAPs, ensure water-tight enclosure. 

OPTIONAL-1:  Depending on vendor cabling plan at the main library, if an IDF is 

desired, six (6) Category 6A cables will be installed between the MDF and the IDF for 

interconnectivity, with RJ45 female keystone inserts being RED in color. 

OPTIONAL-2:  Include patch cables for client and patch panel connections. 

 1’ MDF/IDF patch cables for RJ45 female to switch equipment; 

2’ ceiling patch cable for RJ45 female to WAPs in ceiling; 

7’ workstation patch cables at client end; 

[Boot tab protector should not be a “PITA” – acceptable example would be 

Cable Matters 160001-xxx-1] 

 All WAP patch cables will be BLUE at patch panel; all WAP patch cables at 

drop location will be WHITE. 

 All regular workstation patch cables will be BLACK at patch panel; all 

workstation cables at the client side will be BLACK or GRAY/GREY. 

 Patch-cord count to match connection type (for example, 23 WAPs, 23 blue 

1’ cables, 23 white 2’ cables). 

 Provide manufacturer part number for future re-order needs. 

ii. Termination Wiring Standard:  T568B – horizontal cable color is unspecified, but 

BLUE would be acceptable. 

iii. Certification:  All drops must be labeled, tested, and certified with digital results 

provided to CCLS.  Labeling scheme specific labeling requirements will be provided 

when needed.  Electronic drawings can be provided for as-built documentation if 

necessary. 

iv. Demolition:  After completion of cable and equipment installation, and a brief 

window of time to cut-over the network, removal of existing/identified Category 5 

or older cooper cabling can be done, where reasonable to do so. 

 

B. Network Hardware and Equipment 

i. Security: One (1) - TP-Link ER707-m2 Gateway 

  Two (2) - TP-Link ER605 v2 Gateway 

  Three (3) – TP-Link OC200 Controller 

ii. Switching: Three (3) - TP-Link TL-SG3452P Gigabit Managed PoE+ Switches 

  One (1) - TP-Link TL-SG2428P Gigabit Managed PoE+ Switches 

  One (1) - TP-Link TL-SG2016P Gigabit Managed PoE+ Switches 

  Sixteen (16) - TP-Link TL-SM331T Gigabit Copper SFP Transceivers 

iii. WAPs: Twenty (23) – TP-Link EAP723 Wireless Access Points 

  Three (3) - TP-Link EAP725-Outdoor  Wireless Access Points 
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iv. Support: One (1) - 42U 2-Post Open Frame Network Server Relay Rack – 19” 

  Three (3) - 12-port vertical mount patch panel 

  OPTIONAL: (depending on cabling plan at main library - IDF) 

   One (1) - 9U Open Frame Wall Mount Relay Rack – 19” 

v. Power: One (1) - APC Smart-UPS 1500 (SMT1500RM2UC) with AP9641 

  OPTIONAL: (depending on cabling plan at main library - IDF) 

   One (1) - APC Back-UPS 600VA (BE600M1 or similar) 

  OPTIONAL: 

   Two (2) - APC Smart-UPS (SMT750C) with AP9640 

 

3. Installation Coordination 

The main library will be open normal hours during the installation; the other two locations are 

closed certain days of the week and access can be granted to facilitate the installation. 

A. Conduit:  Raceway conduits will be installed by the vendor. 

B. Timing:   The vendor must coordinate with the CCLS Director and the Technical Contractor 

to ensure work is performed to minimize interrupt to staff and patrons when possible. 

C. Cleanliness:  Vendor is responsible for daily removal of debris (wire clippings, packaging) to 

maintain site safety. 

 

4. E-Rate and Regulatory Requirements 

A. SPIN and Form 498:  Bidders must have a valid Service Provider Identification Number 

(SPIN) and an active Form 498 on file with USAC. 

B. Billing Method:  CCLS requires the Service Provider Invoice (SPI) method. The vendor will bill 

USAC directly for the E-rate eligible portion; CCLS will be billed only for the non-discounted 

share. 

C. Lowest Corresponding Price (LCP):  Vendors must comply with the LCP rule under 47 CFR § 

54.511(b). 

D. Ineligible Costs:  Proposals must clearly separate the costs of any ineligible items (e.g., 

specific firewall features or non-networking components) from eligible internal connections. 

E. E-Verify:  All bids must include a signed Contractor Affidavit stating the company’s use of E-

Verify. 

 

5. Timeline and Submissions 

A. Proposal Communications:  Contact bids@rosslibrary.org for any communications regarding 

this project.  Bid documentation will be made available on the Ross Library website at 

www.rosslibrary.org .  Please include “ERATE2026” in the subject line of any 

correspondence. 
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B. Site Walkthrough (Mandatory):  Bids from vendors who do not attend the walkthrough will 

be disqualified to ensure accuracy of the installation.  Three separate times will be made 

available for vendors to participate in a walkthrough.  Participating vendors only need to 

attend one walk through (but you are welcome to attend as many as you like).  Please email 

bids@rosslibrary.org with the date you plan to attend so accommodations can be made.  

Available dates for a walkthrough is as follows (all 3 sites will be visited during the 

walkthrough; approximately one hour total drive time): 

i. Thursday, March 5, 2026 from 1PM to 4PM 

ii. Friday, March 6, 2026 from 1PM to 4PM 

iii. Tuesday, March 10, 2026 from 1PM to 4PM 

C. Deadline for Questions:  March 20, 2026 (answers posted by 12noon on March 23, 2026). 

D. Proposal Due Date/Deadline:  Proposals MUST be received by 2:00PM on Friday, March 26, 

2026 [minimum 28 days from 470 posting].  Bids can be received via electronic mail (email) 

at bids@rosslibrary.org [subject line to include “ERATE2026 BID”] or delivered to the Annie 

Halenbake Ross Library at 232 West Main Street, Lock Haven, PA, 17745.  If you email a bid, 

an email message will be sent back ONLY to confirm receipt and readability of the electronic 

submission. 

E. Proposal Opening:  All proposals received by the deadline will be opened publicly at 2:15PM 

on Friday, March 26, 2026, in the 3rd Floor Gross Community Room A at the Annie 

Halenbake Ross Library.  Attendance at the proposal opening is NOT mandatory; it is merely 

an open and transparent acceptance of the proposals from vendors. 

F. Proposal Award:  Awarding of the proposal will be made by 12noon on March 31, 2026.  All 

participating vendors will be made aware of the Library’s decision. 

G. Selection and Award:  Contingent upon USAC Funding Commitment Decision Letter (FCDL). 
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6. Evaluation Matrix 

 

CCLS will select the most cost-effective provider. Per USAC rules, Price of Eligible Goods and Services 

is the primary factor. 

Criteria Weight 

Price of E-Rate Eligible Goods and Services 
 

30% 

Technical Solution (Quality, Management) 
 

25% 

Relevant References (Minimum 3 – preferably comparable 
institutions/scope)  
 

20% 

Relevant Experience (Renovations / Installations) 
 

20% 

Prior Experience with CCLS or other regional libraries 
 

5% 

Warranty Terms and Duration 
 

5% 

Total Score 
 

100% 

 

 


